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Common (Local) 
names
• Used in ordinary conversation
• Use local languages
• Are not governed by rules

• Species may have many common
names

• Several species may have the same 
common name

• Some species have no common name
• Common names vary in how widely 

they are understood
• Some countries have official lists of 

common names

Scientific 
(International) Names
• Rarely used (knowingly) in

conversation 
• Are in Latin (or latinized)
• Are governed by rules

• Each species has one and only one 
correct name (but what that name is 
varies with taxonomic treatment)

• Are understood throughout the 
world

• May change as new discoveries are
made about relationships



Adding local names to the OpenSites
• Permission required:

• Edit Taxon Profiles
• Login
• Click Site Map on 

banner
• Scroll down to

• Edit 
Synonyms/Common 
Names

• Click it



Adding Local Names to the OpenSites - 2
In Taxon Profile Editor
• Enter scientific name involved

• Click “Edit Taxon Profile”
• Fill out form

Completed form for Eusparassus

Note – always cite source used



Additional information
• Can add any number of common/local names
• Always indicate the language 

• Names will be sorted alphabetically by language
• Cannot yet add audio to show pronunciation
• Probably cannot use different scripts/alphabets, yet
• Scientific names are understood throughout the world when 

written
• People pronounce them differently 
• That is not weird – most languages have groups who pronounce them 

differently. Why should Latin be different? 
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